Component size asymmetry in bilateral total knee arthroplasty.
A review of 268 consecutive patients undergoing bilateral total knee arthroplasty (TKA) was performed to determine whether component size asymmetry exists in patients undergoing bilateral TKAs. Component sizes were selected based on preoperative radiographic templating and intraoperative sizing measurements irrespective of the component sizes chosen for the other knee. All radiographs were evaluated according to described criteria. Component sizes used for the femur, tibia, and patella were compared between the right and left knees. Of the 268 bilateral TKAs, 18 (6.7%) femoral components varied in size between right and left knees. There were no statistical differences for patellar or tibial component size asymmetry or knee function pre- or postoperatively. Patients with asymmetrically sized femoral components had no statistical difference between left and right knees with respect to knee score, pain, function, range of motion, incidence of lateral release, or complications.